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18 = AcuraStyle

HEN SHE BROUGHT HER new
Acura MDX" home, Joanne Jones
knew she had a problem. “We
have a small garage, and the
MDX s a fairly good-sized car”
nﬁ&eHmwhlgm!\kw‘lh’:,mudunfm
“We could barely et the car in, because there was
o much stuff in the way, We necded to do some-
s AN
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floor and hung racks on the walls to accommodare
ﬂrﬁmﬂ}"sgﬂfduhs,p:dmnmh.mdﬂtﬁuf
bicycles. Jones also unlmaded some unwanted
sruff. “Now vou can actually walk into the garage
and get into the car.” Jones says with 2 grin.

Jones lsn't alme in wanting her garage to
work berter. Americans spent $500 million on
garage cleanup and storage products in 2004,
according to the Atdanta-based Peachtree
Cnmuhh:ﬁﬂ:mrp.arﬂaMnulnthfm—
pamies provide garage products ard installation,
design assistance, and organizing advice.

Several forces drive this' market, Sometimes;
the garage doubles as workshop, playroom, of
&nn‘hnmwhﬂwamapimmhﬂcmd

smoke a cigar,” ssys Marc Shuman, presiden tof

GarageTek, a nationwide chain of garage organiz-

érs. “But the majonty are fastidious about their =

hm;ﬂmﬁdrwmmhuklﬂu:
grant junk drawee”

From the Ground Up

Garage makeovers often starr with the floos Two
trearments are popular for covering bare concrete:
EpOXY paint and modular foor tles. Epoxy paint
is amractive, hard, thick, and durable. Modular
ﬁwnhmchaknmmi,mbe'umaﬂadha
variety of patterns, including checkerboards and
hudnmﬂuﬂimmmuhidcmwuﬂhand
stains and make a garage floor easy to clean.

mp:nﬁsdldmdwpmchwﬂumﬁur
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into them. =There are hooks for everything you
can imagine,” says Shuman. “Golf clubs, bicycles,




renms rackets, rollerblades, skare-
boards, surfboards, fishing rods,
The downside of
wall svetems s that they pur stuft
on display. “People want to con-
ceal the jonk,” Shuman savs.
Thar's why cabiness are among
his best-selling products.

{iarage cabmets are often
sturdier, taller, and deeper than
kitchen cabinets. Some arc made
of ndustrial-style materials—
Whirlpools Gladiator Garage-
works products sport diamond
plate surfaces—but others have
*Penple can
extend their decorating theme
from the kitchen into the
garage,™ says Doug Arndy, pres-
ident of The Complete Garage,
a garape-products retatler. “Hall
of what we do s wood-type
cabinets or storage walls,”™ he
notes. Impervious work surfaces
and specialized ool storage are
popular

Umce the Aoors and walls are
done, the caling beckons. Huoist
amd hook systems allow empry
sirspace [0 serve as ctorage for
bukes, boars, and car-top carners.
Ceﬁmg—rmunm:l platforms that hang over a cars
hood are another option.
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Beyond Storage

Garage upgrades also can include built-in vacuum
cleaners, hearing and cooling systems, and custom
lighting. And since garages have long been home
10 an extra refrigerator or freezen, applances are
now designed to withstand an eninsulated parage’s
temperatue extreries.

OHten the biggest moms in the howse, garages
also double as party rooms, Amdi says. “Every
spring we get half 2 dosen calls saying, "My kids
graduating in three weeks, Can vou come do my
garage?"" Baut Shuman says most customers want
to spiff op the garage for everyday use.

That was Joness motvadon. “T've always
wanied to be an organized person,” she says. “1
| just never had the right tools in my garage.” ®

Fred Sandomark couwrote the " Heart and Home™
chapter of How to Orgamize Just About
Evervihing (Free Press, 20041,
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Spiff Up Your Space

Home shows, car shows, and home-improvement
centers are good places to check out garage-
organizing products, Other resources:

= THE COMPFLETE GARAGE {B66/892-0200;
www.completegarage.com) has 14 showrooms in
the United States and selis many products online.
Ins its franchise areas, local deslers give free esti-
mabes and advice.

* GARAGETEN (B66/568-2T24; www.
garagetek.com) has more than 7O locatians
nationwide, its representatives provide free esti-
mates and 3-0 renderings of 3 garage remodel
Price averages 57.500 for a two-car garage,
including flioors; accessories range from basic
hooks for less than 510 to floor-to-ceiling locking
czbinets nenning upwards of 5250,
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» RACEDECK FLOORING (BOO/MST-OTTA; -
www.racedeck.com) is soid theough reglonal deatl
ers and onfine. Cost begins at about 54 per
square foot, uninstalied.

= WHIRLPOOL GLATHATOR GARAGEWORKS
(B66/342-408%; wwwgladistorgw.com) selis 3
varlety of garage accessories, cablnets, and
#ppliznces, ranging from a 510 ladder hook to the
S1100 Gladiator Freszeraton.

gcura.com + 19




