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HOME | Clean up the family dumping ground. By Patricia Mertz Esswein

Extreme makeover: GARAGE

T'S NO SURFRISE tf you
can't shoedwirn a Ford Expedi-
ton Into your garaye. But if you
can't cram in a Mint Cooper,
there's a growing induscry ready
to rescue you. Crarage Tek and Gladiaror
GarageWorks, the leaders in garage or-
ganizing, will visit your home tree to

Problem: Your tools wander off, and you
can never find one when you need It.
Solution: Give your tools a home by
creating a workshop or gardening center
in your garage. Gladator Garagewnris'
workbench with mapie butcher-block top
isix feet, S500; eight feet, $550}, power
strip (S170). lockabie modular cabinet
{below right, S350 and ool chest (beiow
left, 54501,

PHOTOORAPHS BY RENLE COMEY

measure vour garage and devise a plan,
One wall's worch of organizing peod-
ucty, instatled, will usually cose $2.000
to $2,500, although vou can spend a lor
more, GarageTek sells ies products in-
stalled anby wirh @ ote-wall mimmom

Gladiator does instaltucions, sells irs
products o do-it-yourselfers and lets

GLADIATOR
GARAGEWORKS
Nnas a network of
outlets nationwide
excent in Alaska)l
that includes
Sears, Loweas,
Kmart ang Target.
www.gladiatorgw.com
866-342-4089

Problem: Heaps of bails and sports
gear piled at the back door.

Solution: Hang GarageTet's lamily:
activity racks [S70 to S0 as well as
taskets and shelves. Cther optians. Cutfit
your athlete with a Kid'z Sports Locker
personatized with his or her name ang
favorite number {5150 to §165). To stow
lprger items overhead, add 4 rope-and-
pulley heist (four hoists, with varying
weight and height ogtions, run $75 to
$190 each), »

ID§

vouckesien plans on s Web site.

Fach svseems start with plastic
pan:ling (310 10 812 per square foot)
that 1 installed on top of che garage
wals. Slots 1n the paneling lec vou
hane cabunwrs shebves and arcessngus
so you can stow all che stuff you re trip-
prag over on the gamge floor.

GARAGEYEX

has dealers in 35
states. i1s products
are alsa sold
through Expe
Design Center
stores,
wwagaragetek.com
866-664-2724



Rewards

For more idess.
Bill Wiest, areal
estate agent and
prolessional orga-
nizer, is author

of Yaur Garage-
nous Zone: Innova-
tive Ideas for the
Garage [Paragon
Garage Co., §22).
One suggestion:
Buikd a shed ad-
joining your garage
to hoause oversize
cquipment, suth
as the lawn mower
and snow blower,

For inspiration.
Flip thegugh the
cotfee-tatie book
Carage: Reinvent-
ing the Place

We Park, by Kira
Obalensky (Taun-
ton Press, $32).
You'll ogle these
showplaces buift in
avery architecturat
style and for an ar-
ray of uses (actor
Bennis Hopper
hangs contempo-
racy art in his),
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Problem: Finding a piace for bikes whers you
won't knock them over or whack them with your
car door.

Solution: Gladiator's Verticai Bike Hoos (S0 each)
gels the bicycies off the floor and allows you 10 hang
them securety on the wall,

Probiem: A Costco buying spree crowds out Iridge
space and leaves you with excess food to store.
Solution: Gladiator's Freezerator {$11001, with
maore treerer and tess refrigerator. Also avaiiable is
an under-woekbench refrigerater ($450) for your
cold ones. The appliances are made by Whirlpoot,
Gladiatar's parent company.

Preblem: Yard toots are a tangie of sharp objects.
Solution: Virstever the tool or hardware, you can
find an accessory ta hold it. GarageTek's hang-all
bracket (shown here with hoses and spreader, $55 to
S&0) ang gardening-activity rack ishown with ducket
and shavel, $90} let yow group related items.

Problem: Tidy garage. ugly floor.

Sobution: interlacking plastic tiles (about S5 per
square foot) protect concrete floors from oil stains.
Gladiator offers two colors and GarageTek tive,
altrough Gladiator dealers may Carry other lines,
(Flcoring shown here is from RaceDeck.) K
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