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A Clean
Well-L

Before and after: A utilitarian outbuilding
provides the “bones” for a proper garage—
perfect for a brace of classic cars and

a ton of Formula 1 memorabilia.

Given a chance to
create a dream
garage, one member
took full advantage.
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TORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS

BY KEVIN WHALEN

hen my wife, Ellen, and I decided to
Wrenovate a barn on our property, we

were able to make a clean-slate start
and I was afforded an opportunity to build
my dream garage. Storage for two classic
cars was a necessity, as was accommodation
for a car-magazine and book collection in the
thousands. The resulting structure was such
a success that Ellen has threatened to start
dating if she doesn’t start to see more of me.

Our barn is a two-story building, so we
were able to build a garage/library combi-
nation on the first floor while the second
floor is home to a one-bedroom apartment
and media room. I'll start with a description
of the first floor garage/library.

The flooring is poured concrete over radi-
ant heat. No matter what the New England
winters throw at us, the cars are kept a toasty
66°F. 1 chose epoxy paint in battleship gray—
and the floors are further protected by ribbed
rubber mats that line each bay. Keeping the
entire area clean is a snap: A wall-mounted
vacuum with thirty-foot hose allows me to
Hoover into every corner of the room.,

Vacuuming would be more of a chore if
I'had not hired Garage-Tek to line the walls
with their slot-wall storage system; this orga-
nizes the typical garage detritus: golf clubs,
skis, soccer balls, etc. With the Garage-Tek

system, all that pesky non-car stuff can be
stored in neat bins and cabinets off of the
floor. (Business is booming in the garage-
organizer world; systems like mine are also
available at your local Home Depot for the
do-it-yourselfer. The modest up-charge for
installation and the comprehensive menu
of storage systems made the Garage-Tek
solution my system of choice.)

In the workshop area, I hoped to mimic
a Formula 1 paddock, so I custom-ordered
fifteen feet of Lista cabinets. These are the
same cabinets found in the garage of every
Formula 1 team; they are Swiss-designed
and manufactured in Massachusetts. The
drawers glide on well-oiled rollers and each
slide-out shelf of the storage cabinet can
hold 400 pounds—perfect for the Jaguar
gearbox I keep on the bottom shelf.

Atop the cabinets I installed an eight-
foot span of butcher-block work surface,
illuminated by three halogen pendants. The
quality of the lighting is a treat for my fifty-
year-old eyes. I keep a laptop computer
handy on the workbench in order to use the
CD-ROM shop manual for my *84 M635CSi.
If I need to access the web, the entire barn
is in WiFi range of the Internet.

Fiddling around with the cars is more
enjoyable with musical accompaniment, so







